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North Korea’'s Food Shortage
and Her Trade with China

Yuhei OGAWA

(Seinan Gakuin University)

Since 1990, the harvest of cereals as well as the economic performance of North Korea
(the DPRK) has been so bad. Adding to them, the DPRK suffered from an unprecedented
flood last year, so that her food shortage has become intensified.

Unfortunately, she has not imported so much cereals from China, a friendly nation of the
DPRK, because that China has been short of corn since the end of 1994,

Glancing at the very small figure of cereals in China’s customs statistics, most researchers
used to guess that North Korea's food shortage become intensified so much. But I don't
agree with them because of two proofs. One is that China doesn’t export corn but does
powder of corn to the DPRK, the other is that China exports corn to the DPRK making

good use of the frontier trade.





