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Executive Summary

Northeast Asia is composed of regions that have not only a close geographical proximity to
each other but also a number of mutually complementary industrial elements. The region is
currently attracting worldwide attention as being potentially the area of most dramatic
economic growth in the 2lst century. The actual level of growth, however, will depend on
the level of cooperation and exchanges achieved betwween these countries over the next
several years.

The Hokuriku region, composed of Toyama, Ishikawa and Fukui Prefectures, has
historically enjoyed economic and cultural relations with many regions in Northeast
Asial(especially in the countries of China, Russia, the Republic of Korea and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea). In recent years there has been increased interaction with China
in particular, due to that country’s rapid growth. However, this interaction has not included
the Northeast region of China, with the exception of the city of Dalian. At present, relations
between the Hokuriku region and Jilin Province in particular are virtually non—existent.

Currently, the Tumen River Area Development Project promoted by Jilin Province is
attracting worldwide attention. Not surprisingly, the prefectures in the Hokuriku region and
the other Japanese prefectures bordering the Japan Sea have begun to take an interest in
Jilin Province, and interaction with the province has become increasingly active, The
Hokuriku region has conducted mostly modest governmental and academic exchanges with
Jilin Province thus far, but even these have been enough to suggest that the two regions

have a good deal to offer each other. Industrially, the regions complement each other in
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many ways.and there are evident possibilities for technical cooperation, including the transfer
of knowledge.

This report is intended as a first step toward more substantial economic activity between
China and Japan, particularly between Jilin Province and the Hokuriku region. We have
analyzed primarily the industrial sectors of each of the two regions to provide a starting
point for concrete economic exchanges. It is our hope that this report will be of some use to

the Hokukiku region and its industries in developing economic ties with Jilin Province.





