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Historical Meaning of “the Sea of Japan (Tong Hai)”
in the post-Cold War Periods.

Hiroharu SEKI

Present global system was step-by-step formed in the historical process. European-origin
Westphalian characteristics produced the periphery. Japan's response to the extending
process of the Westphalian characteristics was the last effort successfully to follow the
Western was of power politics which forced Korea, as an unsuccessful periphery, to be
utilized by Japan as a life-line of the security of Japan. After Japan's defeat, this geopolitical
characteristics was replicated for Korea as the strategic bridgehead of the super nuclear
powers. Deep historical meaning of “the Sea of Japan(Tong Hai)” could be described in the
same geopolitical way as Korea. In the post-cold war periods, transformation process from
geopolitical to geoeconomic theory has become salient. Its potentialities seem to be great, but
its limitations are also very clear.

The global economic crisis was the outcome of its limitations. The paper wants to
establish a new paradigm to analyze this phenomena and tried to develop alternative
historical, political and theoretical basis to criticize Japanese foreign policy towards DPRK in
the post-cold war period for “the Sea of Japan Rim” particularly focused on the so-called ”
Carter Shock” symbolized by the Jimmy Carter’s visit to DPRK in 1994. The post-cold war
meaning of the “Sea of Japan Rim” was suddenly surfaced on by his dialogue with Kim Il
Sung and the outcome was the establishment of Murayama Cabinet in the framework of
LDP-Social Democrats Cooperation However, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly resisted
to it, and Murayama cabinet could not take any kind of leadership for the new negotiation
with DPRK. Why? This article tried to show theoretically, politically and historically the deep

reasons for these phenomena.





