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Comparison between the Japan Sea Rim and
the Southeast Asia from the Political Viewpoint

NISHIMURA Chinami

This article is a small attempt to consider the JSR from the political viewpoint, showing
both of common and different points between the Southeast Asia. It mainly discusses about
two topics; which actor could behave effectively for the peace construcion in the region; and
how they should behave in order to achieve the original purpose.

Three points were found after the comparison with ASEAN, Batam golden triangle,
Mekong River development, Tumen Delta development and Sakhalin gas pipeline plan, from

the 'astors’ aspects. Firstly, the nation-states do not make an important role in the JSR
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region. Secondly, that is why the exsistance of the time lag among the nation-states, partly
deepened by the Cold War. Thirdly, therefore other actors, namely local governments,
enterprises / capitals, NGO citizen and ethnic group as networker are given more possibility
to act freely from the nation-states in the JSR. Especially local governments have the
advantage of having no military power and being able to have diplomatic relations.

The way of behavior is another topic. It is obvious that we should be confronted with a
deadlock when we keep the belief in the nation-state system as well as the linear growth of
industrial society. Short / middle long-term target must be suggested on ’Live and let-live

philosophy’ hint.





