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The Politics of Northeast Asian Economic Cooperation:

Interdependence, Neoliberal Institutionalism, and Hegemony

NAKATO Sachio

The paper examines the possibility of creating a stable international system which will
sustain economic cooperation and success in Northeast Asia mainly with three theoretical
assessments concerning international economic cooperation and conflicts.

First, the relationship between economic interdependence and conflicts in Northeast Asia is
analyzed through realism and liberalism perspectives. The economic complementarity of
Northeast Asia deals only with liberal aspects of international relations. Therefore, the
comparison of liberal and realist assessments for economic cooperation in Northeast Asia is
essential.

Second, neoliberal institutionalism is critically examined in arguing the present situations of
the Tumen River Development Project and future prospects for possible international
organizations in Northeast Asia.

Third, hegemonic stability theory covers two essential aspects: the U.S. factor and an
international political system which sustains a liberal economic system. The U.S. which is not
a member of Northeast Asian countries proposed by economic complementarity theory helps
provide the international system in the region. Therefore, hegemonic stability theory along
with the role of the U.S. is analyzed.

Finally, policy implications for economic cooperation in Northeast Asia are discussed in the
conclusion. The paper mainly deals with international relations of economic cooperation in
Northeast Asia through examining future prospects of creating international system based on
IR /IPE theories. The paper also intends to supplement ideas of economic cooperation in

Northeast Asia mainly dealing with non-state actors.





