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The Kim Dae Jung Administration’s Policy toward North Korea and ROK'’s
Diplomacy toward Neighbouring Countries

IMAIZUMI Ryota

(Visiting Researcher, North Pacific Region Advanced Research Center)

The purpose of this paper is to analyze The
Kim Dae-Jung administration’s policy toward
DPRK and ROK'’s Diplomacy toward Neighbour-
ing Countries. His policy of engagement with
DPRK has been termed the “Sunshine Policy”.
Kim Dae-Jung administration which started in
1998 carried out Sunshine policy for DPRK. The
characteristic of his government is the first sum-
mit meeting between Kim Dae-Jung of ROK and
Kim Jong-II of DPRK was realized in June 2000
and the quantity of economic trade between
ROK and DPRK largely increased in this time.
By the policy to divide a political issue and an
economic problem, Kim Dae-Jung administration

made effort in improving relations with DPRK.

Kim Dae-Jung administration made various
efforts to get support for his Sunshine Policy
from neighboring countries especially United
States and Japan. Kim Dae-Jung administration
proposed the policy that ROK would support
DPRK improves relations with U.S and Japan.
As a result, Japan and United States and ROK
established TCOG (Trilateral Coordination and
Oversight Group Meeting) to coordinate the
policy toward DPRK. The North-South presiden-
tial summit greatly contributed to the peace of
Korean Peninsura and northeast Asia, however
the North Korean nuclear issue and the issue of

missile continued being still left.





