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A Consideration of U.S. Foreign Policies toward North Korea in Post Cold
War: Focusing on the“Mediators”in Nuclear Missile Crises.

HIRATA, Junya (Research Associate, Faculty of Social Sciences, Waseda University)

This paper aims to show the continuity and
the change of U.S. foreign policies toward North
Korea after 1990s. First, drawing upon construc-
tivism in international relations theory and the
mediation model in the study of dispute manage-
ment I set up an analytical framework for ap-
proaching theoretically to the subject. Construc-
tivism emphasizes on the sharing of ideas among
actors and sees international politics as “socially
constructed.” This theory could explain the con-
tinuity of U.S. policies to North Korea because it
reveals the existence of a distinctive set of rules
that makes a negotiated solution a first option on
the Korean Peninsula. Such is not the case with
Iraq. Next, applying the mediation model to U.S-

North Korea nuclear negotiations I try to clarify

the change of U.S. diplomatic reactions to North
Korea in post cold war. In the first North Ko-
rean nuclear crisis in 1994 the former U.S. presi-
dent Jimmy Carter as a mediator visited North
Korea and succeeded in getting North Korea's
promises. It means that he was the mediator of
the crisis. In subsequent two crises in 1998 and
2002 US. simultaneously used the two strategies
by which it agreed direct talks and held multilat-
eral forums such as TCOG and six party talks to
avoid North Korea's brinkmanship diplomacies.
In the two crises U.S. was both the main nego-
tiator and the intervenor (mediator). Therefore
it could be said that U.S.-North Korea nuclear

negotiations entered a phase of major change.



